We welcome you
all to…

About our school
The school has 7
classrooms with
approximately 190

Foundation Stage
4-5 years old

children currently on
role

Key Stage 1:
5-7 years old
Years 1 and 2

Mrs Turner will be
in your class too.
Mrs Holland
will teach you

Key Stage 2:
7-11 years old
Years 3 to 6

So will Mrs
Rowcliffe

What is the Early Years Foundation Stage?
•

The Early Years stages cover birth to the end of Reception year
– this is the first year at Primary school.

•

It is based on the recognition that children learn best through
play and active learning.

•

This is a very important stage - the National Curriculum starts in
Year 1

•

Experiences should be happy, active, exciting, fun and secure;

and support their development, care and learning needs.

There are 7 areas of learning:
4 specific areas

Click on this hyperlink title
to see a short film

•

•
3 prime areas
•

Personal, Social & Emotional

Development
•

Making Relationships

•

Self-confidence and Selfawareness

•
•

•

Managing Feelings & Behaviour

Communication & Language
•

Listening & Attention

•

Understanding

•

Speaking

Physical Development
•

Moving & Handling

•

Health & Self-Care

•

•

Literacy
•

Reading

•

Writing

Mathematics
•

Number

•

Shape, Space & Measure

Understanding the World
•

People & Communities

•

The World

•

Technology

Expressive Arts & Design
•

Exploring Media & Materials

•

Being Imaginative

Each of the bullet
points is an Early
Learning Goal –
there are 17

“Adults who
help children to
play are adults
who help
children to
learn.”

Our fantastic outdoor space allows us
to learn in creative and fun ways.

We have an

open door policy…
please talk to us!
If you have any queries or concerns

we would encourage you to let us
know. In the mornings, at drop-off
and after school we are always
available for messages. If you need
longer then we can make an

appointment.

How do we get going?



The EYFS class teacher will speak to all of the pre-school, nurseries and childminder settings, as part of transition to primary school.



The children will start on a part time basis then they will be in full time very quickly!
We will then carry out the new EYFS Baseline Assessments in line with Government
guidelines.





We will use all information from the preschools/nurseries



We don’t want to teach children what they already know

We will start then teaching the children as soon as we have the baseline assessments
completed



We quickly establish routines and expectations from day 1



We will be supporting the children all times to start with e.g. (play times and
lunchtimes included)

Tapestry

•

Many of you will be familiar with this safe and secure on-line journal

which we will use to share your child’s learning journey with you.
•

You can also add posts which will be used as evidence towards your

child’s assessment profile.

•

We will ask you to complete a permission slip to activate your account.

•

Parents can provide 2 email addresses to have 2 parents accessing the
account.

Tapestry is just one way of contributing to a child’s
Learning Journey. We value parent contributions
throughout the year. Indeed, there is an
expectation that parents & carers contribute to
their child’s learning journey.



Add comments to the reading record book



Complete a half term review



Send in little star vouchers



Add to Tapestry



Come to Family Friday

If it important to parents then it will be important to us.

Curriculum Evenings
These sessions are designed to give parents a brief introduction into the core

subjects of Reading, Writing and Maths. They are early evening sessions so parents
can get to them after work.


Reading & Writing – learn more about how we teach your children to read and
write. Information about phonics, letter formation, letter and sound

correspondence, homework.


Mathematics – learn more about how we teach your children about the number
system and shape, space and measure. Information about counting, ordering,
place value, problems solving, measuring, time, money, Numicon, learning about

number through play.

Well-being


On sunny days, please smother your children in high factor all-day sun cream.



Please, please, please provide a named water bottle every single day.



There is no such thing as bad weather…just the wrong clothes (sun hat, coat,
waterproofs, wellies). Many EYFS children have an all-in-one wet weather suit at school
– please ensure it is named!



If your child needs medication during the school day please hand in all meds to the
school office. You will be asked to complete a medicine administration form so the
date, time and dosage are clearly documented.



WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL -please do not send in nuts in any form.



If your child has a dietary requirement, i.e: is lactose intolerant, coeliac, vegetarian etc
you should provide this in writing to the school office please.



A mid morning snack of fruit or veg is provided daily until your child reaches Year 2.

Weekly Newsletter
An electronic Foundation Stage newsletter will be sent to parents every Friday via ParentPay
with information about:



New letters and sounds that we have learnt during the week



Diary dates



Home learning



Birthdays



Information about trips and visitors



Details of the curriculum



Requests e.g. recycling junk or a baby photo



The Oak Leaf Award

Family Friday



Family Friday is an informal opportunity to spend time in our
classroom and look at your child’s Learning Journey



Every Friday, parents can come into the classroom with their
child(ren) at home time (3.30pm – 4.00pm)



Siblings are welcome



During this session we encourage parents to add comments and
enjoy their child’s progress together



It usually starting after the October half term

ParentPay


We will communicate regularly with parents via ParentPay.



When a child is enrolled in September we will send home an account
activation letter.



We are a completely cashless office which means parents can only pay
for school dinners (year 3 upwards) and school trips via ParentPay



Emails can be sent to the whole school, by class or to an individual

pupil’s parent/ carer so it is important that parents notify us of any
changes to email addresses. We initially activate one account with one

parent. If parents wish to add another parent, we ask that a request is
sent to the school office .

School
Dinners


Children in Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 are currently entitled to Universal Free School
Meals



Children register each morning with their lunch preference (school dinner or packed lunch)



Menus are sent weekly via ParentPay and can also be found on the school website under the
'parent section‘



Children choose their lunch selections at the point when they are served. There is no need to
choose your lunch days in advance!



Every Tuesday is Favourites’ Day. The menu for this will be displayed on our class room door
and at the front and rear of the school



We ask that parents inform the school if a child has an allergy, intolerance or dietary need
that the kitchen needs to be aware of.

Free School Meals Pupil Premium
Do you know…. Just registering your child for Free School Meals means
that our school gets extra money to support your child?
Register now so that you don’t miss out.
Your child may be able to get free school meals and subsidised trips if you are in receipt of any of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)
• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after
tax and not including any benefits you get)
Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can also get free school
meals.
How does it work? First we need to check to see if you qualify - simply complete the Free School Meals form
attached to the email and return it to the school office.
We need your National Insurance Number, date of birth, name and child's details and an eligibility check can be
carried out. This will confirm if your details have been matched or not. Your application will be dealt with in a
confidential and discreet manner.

Uniform
Our school uniform looks like this. We wear red
jumpers, sweatshirts and cardigans. You can order
them with Norbert the Frog on if you like. You can
wear shorts, trousers, skirts, dresses. Try to
choose uniform that is easy to put on and take off!
Buttons on pinafores are always tricky. Zips and
elasticated waists are easier.
Please see our ‘New Parents’ Information Pack’ attached for a full
list of uniform requirements.

Our uniform is available to order from:
01778348788
shop@shotbowl.com

We wear shoes all through the
year (no sandals). We would
encourage you to leave a pair of
wellies at school for outside play
and outdoor learning.

Everything needs to
be named please.
Things do get mislaid
and if they are named
they will get back to
their rightful owner.

Uniform – PE Kit
Parents can order a PE bag
Our PTFA would like to offer a new PE T-shirt as a welcome gift.
This will be available to parents in September.
In the PE bag you will need to put:
• School PE T-shirt
• Shorts
• Later in the year we will add trainers, joggers and fleece

Parents can also pop in pants
and spare clothes if you think
it might be necessary.

Drop off and Collection

There will be a member of staff at the door every single morning
to welcome families to school. The doors are open at 9:05am.
We close the doors at 9.15, so parents have time to talk with the
class teacher or Teaching Assistant.
School ends at 15.30 every day.

Colour Groups



If a child has a brother or a sister at our school they will join the

same colour group and they will remain in this group all the way to
Year 6. If children don’t have a sibling at school, they will be

assigned a colour group.


We collect Dojos for our team and there is a winning team every half
term.



Sports Day is a competition between colour teams.



We often have curriculum days when we work with our colour team
across the whole school.

Cool Milk



If parents would like their child to receive a carton of
milk every day they will need to register your child online at www.coolmilk.com.



Milk is free of charge until they turn 5. If parents wish
to continue with daily milk once they are five they need
to pay directly with www.coolmilk.com

Sunflower Seed Preschool
CHURCH STREET, NORTHBOROUGH
PETERBOROUGH, PE6 9BN
01733 253685
office@sunflower-seed.co.uk
Registered charity number 1177943
Ofsted registration number 2504496

Charlotte Brisbourne (Manager)
or Stacey Richardson (Admin)
017733 253685
office@sunflower-seed.co.uk

Breakfast club runs from 08.00-09.05 – we will escort the children into school.
This session costs £4.25, which includes breakfast.
After school club runs from 15.30pm – we will collect the children from the
school hall. The children can be collected any time before 18.00pm. We have
access to the school’s outdoor area and field after school. We can also collect
your children from their after school club. £9 includes high tea.
We hold an annual disco which is open to the whole school.
Sessions are booked and allocated to each child but if we have availability, it is
possible to book ad-hoc spaces, when needed.

PTFA



We are looking for enthusiastic and willing parents to join our

small but dedicated team.


Please contact the school office if you are interested.



The money raised by our PTFA is used to benefit all the
children at our school.

Homework

Little Star
Vouchers

There is a lot to learn but we will drip feed you and
your children! Please don’t worry about anything. We
will guide you and your child as they start this
wonderful journey. There is lots to look forward to!

School
Trips

Parents’
Evenings

The Nativity
Production

Class
Assembly

We are looking forward to hopefully starting our partnership
with you.

